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For immediate release 

LA TOUR 

Modern variations on transparency
Well-versed in horological complications and specialized in high-end clocks, L’Epée 1839 proposes a varied collection of modern table clocks called La Tour. Their sophisticated design, eight-day skeleton movement, and play on transparency and light unite around one key theme: simplicity. As clockmaking is not the simplest of art forms, L’Epée has grappled with numerous constraints on its road to creating the very best, successfully adapting its designs to technical complexities.

Design : 

La Tour is inspired by the architectural currents of the early 1920s, with their minimalist approach. The collection’s design is based on ideas from the Bauhaus, an artistic movement built around the creative principle that “function dictates form”. As such, a succession of geartrains dictates the various curves of the plates to form a single, uncluttered whole: the skeleton movement. Having recently adopted the famous expression “Less is More”, La Tour is the perfect illustration of the 20th century’s modernist wave, which paved the way for many of today’s pared-down creations.
Watchmaking mechanics:

The Swiss Made Caliber 1853 movement was created entirely by L’Epée. The La Tour collection features two plates with various finishes depending on the model selected, a complete geartrain outlining the movement, an Incabloc escapement, and a presentation structure consisting of a base and glass dome.

The entire movement is made up of 143 parts, passionately assembled by qualified watchmakers. The gears in La Tour clocks are composed of 8 wheels that remain clearly visible to the naked eye, and 7 pinions that drive a range of mechanisms, from the single barrel to the seconds wheel. These numerous pinions increase the speed of the wheels’ rotation, thus transmitting the energy required for the table clock to function correctly to the platform escapement. 

The regularity ensured by the platform escapement maintains a maximum variation of no more than 20 seconds per day.

The movement is composed of 18 jewels, 11 of which are positioned in the escapement.

At the center of the front plate, the fine, straight lines of the skeleton hands stand out against the reigning roundness and curves of the rest, perfectly symbolizing the collection’s overall ethos of transparency and lightness.

The structure is made up of a base, whose finish varies according to the version selected (gold-plated, palladium-plated or black varnish), and a polished glass dome manufactured by our expert partners, who refuse even the smallest of variations that could compromise the clocks’ aesthetics. The purpose of this structure is twofold: to protect the horological movement from dust and “human intrusions”, and to create a play of light and reflections on the La Tour mechanism.

Certain models in the La Tour collection exude a different feeling altogether, with Côtes de Genève on the front plates adding texture and verticality to the clocks. The black versions are darker and more modern, and also play with reflections and perspective. The play of light—so central to L’Epée 1839 creations—is also clearly present in this collection. Indeed, light, whether natural or artificial, frames the movement as La Tour’s centerpiece, creating subtle reflections on the plates and base.

Far from the perfectly mastered, spectacular horological complications for which L’Epée 1839 is known, it is the balance of aesthetic and technical choices that lends the La Tour collection its true intensity.
Available versions : 

Gold-plated brass base:

· 76.6587/001 : Gold-plated movement and plates

· 76.6587/201 : Plates with All Black Côtes de Genève finish and gold-plated movement

Palladium-plated brass base:
· 76.6587/121 : Palladium-plated movement and plates

· 76.6587/211 : Plates with All Black Côtes de Genève finish and palladium-plated movement
Brass base with black varnish:

· 76.6589/001 : Gold-plated movement and plates
· 76.6589/121 : Palladium-plated movement and plates
· 76.6589/201 : Plates with All Black Côtes de Genève finish and gold-plated movement
· 76.6589/211 : Plates with All Black Côtes de Genève finish and palladium-plated movement
Technical data: 
Functions: hours and minutes


- Movement:


- Caliber 1853


- Horizontal incabloc escapment


- Swing diameter: 16.8 mm


- Balance frequency:: 18,000 bph / 2.5Hz


- Barrel : 1 


- maximum winding: Approximately 6.5 revolutions 


- Power reserve: 8 days with a precision of +/- 20 seconds per day maximum,


   ie 2 minutes maximum drift after 8 days.


- Number of components: 143 parts to be assembled, with 8 wheels, 7 stainless steel pinions 


- Dimensions: 108 mm height - 60 mm width - 49 mm depth (hands included)


- Weight: 1.1 kg


- Number of jewels: 18 (of which 11 included in the escapment)


- Material: Brass with different finishes depending on reference


- Finishes: gold, palladium, All Black, polished, satin, Côtes de Genève depending on the version


- Manual-winding: unique key sets time and winds movement 

Time display: skeleton hands with specific design from L’Epée 1839 


- Size :hours: 25mm / minutes: 36.2 mm

Structure:


- Materials: base and brass structure (gold, palladium or gloss black lacquer)  



Size: 150 mm height - 100 mm diameter

Glass: mineral

INFORMATIONS :
CONTACT :

L’Epée 1839 brand of  SWIZA SA Manufacture 

Marketing - Communication

Emmanuelle Mary | Rue Saint Maurice 1 | CH-2800 Delémont | marketing@swiza.ch | +41 (0)32 421 94 10 

WEBSITE:




www.lepee-clock.ch

FACEBOOK :




facebook.com/lepeeclocks

TWITTER :




Twitter.com/L_Epee_1839

PINTEREST :




peinterest.com/lepee1839

L’EPEE 1839 — The premier clock manufacture in Switzerland

For over 175 years, L'Epée has been at the forefront of watch and clock making. Today, it is the only specialised manufacture in Switzerland dedicated to making high-end clocks. L'Epée was founded in 1839, initially to make music box and watch components, by Auguste L’Epée who set up the business near Besançon, France. The L’Epée hallmark was that all parts were made entirely by hand. 

From 1850 onwards, the manufacture became a leading light in the production of ‘platform’ escapements, creating regulators especially for alarm clocks, table clocks and musical watches. By 1877, it was making 24,000 platform escapements annually. The manufacture became a well-known specialist owning a large number of patents on special escapements such as anti-knocking, auto-starting and constant-force escapements and the chief supplier of escapements to several celebrated watchmakers of the day. L'Epée has won a number of gold awards at International Exhibitions. 

During the 20th century, L'Epée owed much of its reputation to its superlative carriage clocks and, for many, L'Epée was the clock of the influential and powerful; it was also the gift of choice by French government officials to elite guests. In 1976 when the Concorde supersonic aircraft entered commercial service, L'Epée wall clocks were chosen to furnish the cabins, providing passengers with visual feedback of the time. In 1994, L'Epée showed its thirst for a challenge when it built the world's biggest clock with compensated pendulum, the Giant Regulator. At 2.2m high, it weighs 1.2 tons – the mechanical movement alone weighs 120kg – and required 2,800 man-hours of work. 

L'Epée is now based in Delémont in the Swiss Jura Mountains. Under the guidance of CEO Arnaud Nicolas, L’Epée 1839 has developed an exceptional table clock collection, encompassing a range of sophisticated classic carriage clocks, contemporary design clocks (Le Duel) and avant-garde, minimalist clocks (La Tour). The new line of horological sculptures (Starfleet Machine and Arachnophobia) launched since 2014, is intended to shock, evoke and inspire people, not to toe the line. L’Epée clocks feature complications including retrograde seconds, power reserve indicators, perpetual calendars, tourbillons and striking mechanisms – all designed and manufactured in-house. Ultra-long power reserves have become a signature of the brand as well as superlative fine finishing.
IMAGES

76.6587/001 : Gold-plated movement and plates
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76.6587/201 : Plates with All Black Côtes de Genève finish and gold-plated movement
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76.6587/121 : Palladium-plated movement and plates
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76.6587/211 : Plates with All Black Côtes de Genève finish and palladium-plated movement
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76.6589/001 : Gold-plated movement and plates
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76.6589/121 : Palladium-plated movement and plates
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76.6589/201 : Plates with All Black Côtes de Genève finish and gold-plated movement
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76.6589/211 : Plates with All Black Côtes de Genève finish and palladium-plated movement
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