
L’EPEE 1839

DUET
L’Epée 1839 customizes the Duet with a Mexican Theme.

The Duet is now available with a special customisation: the base of the musical clock is engraved with the Mexican coat of arms representing the Mexican eagle called Caracara Cheriway on top of a pricky pear cactus eating a rattlesnake. It represents Mexico’s culture and heritage, and is nowadays used as the seal of the United Mexican States by government. The other tribute to Mexico in the Duet Musical clock is the songs of the music box, all of them have a special meaning for the Mexican people. 
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Himno de Mexico

2. Huapango de Moncayo

3. Son de la Negra

4. Jesusitas en  Chihuahua

5. Jarabe Tapatio

6. Cielito Lindo

7. La Bamba

8. La Bikina
9. El Viajero

10. Guadalajara

11. Mexico Lindo y Querido
12. La Cucaracha
DUET 
MUSIC TO THE RYTHM OF TIME
It was in 2012 that the opening notes of this melody began to resonate in the minds of Mr. Nicolas and Mr. Kupper, CEOs of L’Epée 1839 and Reuge respectively. They were in a Doha hotel lounge at the time, for the Doha Jewelry Show, and had started a discussion about the highly coveted “Swiss Made” label. The idea was raised, and some initial thoughts sketched out. Two of the Swiss Jura’s most typical and traditional areas of expertise—Reuge musical boxes and L’Epée table clocks—had just joined forces.

Reuge, based in Sainte Croix, celebrated its 150th anniversary in 2015. The company enjoys an excellent reputation throughout the world and is the only manufacturer of Swiss Made luxury mechanical musical boxes in existence today.

L’Epée 1839 has a long tradition of horological innovation behind it and has always relished a challenge. Creating a clock that could play a tune instead of chiming the hours conventionally was a project that immediately motivated its teams. The brand has moved with the times for over 175 years and still sets the standard for animated objets d’art, not to mention the conception, design and manufacture of top-end Swiss Made table clocks.

This is not the first time the paths of these two companies have crossed. When L’Epée decided to concentrate on upmarket clockmaking at the end of the First World War, Reuge bought its entire stock of musical boxes, machinery and tools. The collaboration between these two Swiss manufactures from the Jura Mountains is not solely the result of circumstance, but of a shared desire to push the boundaries, both technically and aesthetically. 
Thus Reuge and l’Epée 1839 each spent months working on new movements to be combined to create this astonishing musical table clock. The two manufactures and their respective research and development departments developed two innovations:

-  A 40-day, 5-barrel movement with a power reserve indicator and hour striking mechanism.

- A 12-melody movement, each tune playing for a specially adapted length of time, equipped with a significant power reserve.
The ultimate challenge was to couple the striking mechanism complication with the musical box. This was achieved to perfection with the addition of two options: the possibility of suspending the striking mechanism overnight and activating the melodies on demand.

Then it was time to find a name for the musical clock. A few key words on a blank page jumped out: the world of music, composition, partnership, 1+1 =1. 

Thus the term “duet” naturally presented itself as a beautiful illustration of what Reuge and L’Epée 1839 had aimed to create with this expression of transparency and nobility embodied in a work of art. 

Without the other, each half of a duet is meaningless, and, simply put, it was the collaboration between these two manufactures, the pooling of their skills, knowledge and rich heritage—over 150 years for Reuge, 175 for L’Epée—that made the venture possible. Arnaud Nicolas, CEO of L’Epée and Kurt Kupper, CEO of Reuge, both agree that this musical piece was a true test of their respective research and development departments, but that in the end, this wonderful joint endeavor gave rise to a superb musical clock that is modern and prestigious.

The Duet pays tribute to the shared past of the two manufactures. It is also a perfect symbol of the future of the two brands which have both, in their individual and surprising ways, made a name for themselves in the design and creation of models that deviate significantly from pure tradition. A new chapter in the stories of Reuge and L’Epée has begun... 
The Duet is available in two versions—Classic and Soul—their musical repertoires making the difference between them.

- The L’Epée clock: For the Duet, L’Epée developed a palladium-coated brass movement, entirely manufactured in-house (with the exception of the jewels). It comprises an escapement, positioned vertically so that the rhythmic motion can be admired, five barrels giving a power reserve of over a month, a single power reserve hand in a design exclusive to L’Epée, and an hour-striking complication. The hours and minutes are displayed by two chamfered black hands on a dial engraved in the main plate, in keeping with the Duet’s overall minimalist aesthetic.
  
- The Reuge musical box:  The Duet’s Reuge musical box was specially created from traditional manufacture movements. It can produce 12 different melodies, whether you choose the “Classic” or “Soul” version. Reuge has historically worked with 3-melody movements, but developed a new operating principle for the Duet that retains just one cylinder. The music plays for 6 to 8 seconds, long enough to appreciate the tune without being disturbed, while the cylinder makes only a quarter turn per musical extract, rather than a whole turn.

DUET CLASSIC – Reference 50.6556/101

1. Canon - J. Pachelbel 

2. The Four Seasons (Spring) - A. Vivaldi 

3. The Magic Flute - W.A. Mozart 

4. Polonaise Op.40 'Military'- F. Chopin

5. La Traviata - G. Verdi 

6. The Blue Danube - J. Strauss 

7. Hungarian Dance No.5 - J. Brahms 

8. Solveig's Song (Peer Gynt - Suite 2) - E. Grieg 

9. Waltz of the Flowers - P.I. Tchaikovsky 

10. Suite Burlesque, Dolente - G.Tailleferre 

11. Waltz No.1 (Jazz-Suite 2 - D. Shostakovich

12. Edelweiss - R. Rodgers 

DUET SOUL – Reference 50.6556/201

1. What a Wonderful World - L. Armstrong 

2. Summertime - G. Gershwin 

3. Georgia On My Mind - R. Charles 

4. Ain’t No Sunshine - Bill Withers 

5. Killing Me Softly With his Song - Roberta Flack 

6. No Woman No Cry - Bob Marley 

7. Here Comes The Sun - Nina Simone 

8. I Feel Good - James Brown  

9. Bridge Over Troubled Water - Aretha Franklin 

10. Superstition - Stevie Wonder 

11. Your Song - Billy Paul  

12. Let The Music Play - Barry White
 Link to listen to an extract: https://soundcloud.com/lepee_musique

- Duet

The mechanism that links the clock to the musical box was designed and made in-house through a process of extensive testing. The challenge was to give the clock’s owner three different options: a musical chime with each passing hour; playing the various melodies continuously; and stopping the chime during the night.

 The Duet’s design is at once understated, minimal and dazzling. The majority of the components are either palladium-plated, stainless steel (clock), or nickel-plated (musical box), and the polished, satin-brushed and sand-blasted finishes endow it with pure elegance.  

The two movements appear as if suspended in their casing, fixed to the glass with an ingenious system that keeps the surrounding space clear. Thus the complexity of the mechanism is transcended by the simplicity of the whole. 


 

The Duet is displayed in a thick mineral glass case, its metal frame enhancing the two mechanical movements as they engage in their ceaseless dialogue.  

Previous available versions: 

Duet classic
50.6556/101  
Duet soul
50.6556/201  

Données techniques : 

References: 



50.6556/101  Duet Classic 






50.6556/201  Duet Soul 

Clock:


Movement: 


Caliber 2012. 






40-day mechanical movement, accurate to +/- 2 minutes per week






5 barrels assembled in series






Swiss Made 


Escapement: 

Vertical, visible from the front 


Functions: 


Hours, Minutes, Power Reserve Indicator, Striking Mechanism and Musical Box


Power reserve:

40 days
 

Musical box:



Reuge.12.72. palladium-plated musical movement






Power reserve of 40 days if music played 12 times a day 


 



Auto mode: 12 melodies each 8 seconds long playing on the hour 






2 versions: Soul or Classic 






Silent function or continuous function

Cabinet: 



Palladium-plated brass & Stainless steel 

Glass: 



Mineral glass 

Winding:  



Single winding key 

Dimensions:  


265 x 370 x 105 mm
Weight : 



9.2 kgs

INFORMATIONS COMPLEMENTAIRES :
CONTACT :

L’Epée 1839  - brand of  SWIZA SA Manufacture 

Emmanuelle Mary | Rue Saint Maurice 1 | CH-2800 Delémont | marketing@swiza.ch | +41 (0)32 421 94 10 
WEBSITE :




www.lepee1839.ch
FACEBOOK :




Lepee1839
TWITTER :




L_Epee_1839

PINTEREST :




lepee1839
INSTAGRAM :




Lepee_1839

L’EPEE 1839 – the premier clock manufacture in Switzerland
For over 175 years, L'Epée has been at the forefront of watch and clock making. Today, it is the only specialised manufacture in Switzerland dedicated to making high-end clocks. L'Epée was founded in 1839, initially to make music box and watch components, by Auguste L’Epée who set up the business near Besançon, France. The L’Epée hallmark was that all parts were made entirely by hand.

From 1850 onwards, the manufacture became a leading light in the production of ‘platform’ escapements, creating regulators especially for alarm clocks, table clocks and musical watches. By 1877, it was making 24,000 platform escapements annually. The manufacture became a well-known specialist owning a large number of patents on special escapements such as anti-knocking, auto-starting and constant-force escapements and the chief supplier of escapements to several celebrated watchmakers of the day. L'Epée has won a number of gold awards at International Exhibitions.

During the 20th century, L'Epée owed much of its reputation to its superlative carriage clocks and, for many, L'Epée was the clock of the influential and powerful; it was also the gift of choice by French government officials to elite guests. In 1976 when the Concorde supersonic aircraft entered commercial service, L'Epée wall clocks were chosen to furnish the cabins, providing passengers with visual feedback of the time. In 1994, L'Epée showed its thirst for a challenge when it built the world's biggest clock with compensated pendulum, the Giant Regulator. At 2.2m high, it weighs 1.2 tons – the mechanical movement alone weighs 120kg – and required 2,800 man-hours of work.

L'Epée is now based in Delémont in the Swiss Jura Mountains. Under the guidance of CEO Arnaud Nicolas, L’Epée 1839 has developed an exceptional table clock collection, encompassing a range of sophisticated classic carriage clocks, contemporary design clocks (Le Duel) and avant-garde, minimalist clocks (La Tour). The new line of horological sculptures (Starfleet Machine and Arachnophobia) launched since 2014, is intended to shock, evoke and inspire people, not to toe the line. L’Epée clocks feature complications including retrograde seconds, power reserve indicators, perpetual calendars, tourbillons and striking mechanisms – all designed and manufactured in-house. Ultra-long power reserves have become a signature of the brand as well as superlative fine finishing.
IMAGES AVAILABLE ON :

www.lepee1839.ch/press-release 


